First Essay Rubric
	Main idea



	Clearly presents a main idea and supports it throughout the paper.
The reader knows you are writing about whether or not children should choose their own bedtimes.
	There is a main idea supported throughout most of the paper.
	Vague sense of a main idea, weakly supported throughout the paper.
	No main idea

	Thesis Statement
	The purpose of the essay is clear, and the significance of the topic is evident.
“Kids should have a say at when the go to bed, but the parents say is final.”
	The purpose is clear, but the significance is of the topic is missing.

	The significance is clear, but the purpose is missing.
	No thesis is present.


	Content
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details.

	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific.
You were able to present your thesis and include details to support your position.
There are some areas were you can use more specific wording so the reader knows exactly what you are writing about.

The tone and perspective (you remained in third person) were cohesive throughout the essay.

You included valid points to support your position.
	Content is sound and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence, but usually of a generalized nature.

	Content is not sound

	Style: Sentence structure
	Sentences are clear and varied in pattern, from simple to complex, with excellent use of punctuation.

	Sentences are clear but may lack variation; a few may be awkward and there may be a few punctuation errors.

	Sentences are generally clear but may have awkward structure or unclear content; there may be patterns of punctuation errors.
	Sentences aren’t clear

	Grammar and Mechanics
	0-1 Error

	2-4 Errors
	5-7 Errors
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Evie Snyder
 
Children should not be allowed to choose their own bedtime. If they choose their own bedtime they would most likely be grumpy and unhappy in the morning because they went to bed late. One kid being grumpy because they didn’t get enough sleep makes the entire family grumpy. Everyone being grumpy leads to an unhappy family and everyone would be unhappy all the time. Parents should always choose their children’s bedtime. 
 
Unhappy families are not fun to be around. Their kids will most likely become depressed because they are surroundedby negativity. The negativity will not only be in the family it will be wherever they go. They will always be judging people and being rude to everyone they walk past. The world already has so much negativity that the world can’t handle it anymore. The last thing we need are unhappy, grumpy, and depressed people just because they went to bed late every single night.  
 
So that people don’t become unhappy, unloving families, parents should choose the kids bedtime. Being around unhappy kids makes everyone unhappy. Everyone unhappy leads to the world being unhappy which no one can handle at the moment. Parents should choose their kids bedtime.

