


Compare and Contrast Essay 
	Main idea
	Clearly presents a main idea and supports it throughout the paper.
The reader knows what is being compared/contrasted: 
Milkshakes and ice cream
	There is a main idea supported throughout most of the paper.
	Vague sense of a main idea, weakly supported throughout the paper.
	No main idea

	Thesis Statement
	The purpose of the essay is clear, and the significance of the topic is evident.
“A lot of people would think that Milkshakes and Ice Cream are the same but they are very different in many ways.”
	The purpose is clear, but the significance of the topic is missing.

	The significance is clear, but the purpose is missing.
	Example thesis statement:


	Organization: Overall
	Follows subject-by-subject outline and was submitted.
	Follows point-by-point outline and was submitted.
	An outline other than the two presented in class was submitted.
	No outline submitted.

	Organization: Paragraphs
	All paragraphs have clear ideas, are supported with examples and have smooth transitions.
	Most paragraphs have clear ideas, are supported with some examples and have transitions.
Wrap the body paragraphs up with a closing or transitional sentence rather than a final detail.
	Some paragraphs have clear ideas, support from examples may be missing and transitions are weak.
	Paragraphs lack clear ideas

	Content
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details.

	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific.
You were able to provide similar points about both subjects which allows the reader to understand how the two treats are alike and different.
For formality, use third person throughout.  Second person (you) was used which refers to the reader.
You were able to include enough details and information to allow the reader to decide which they would prefer or if they’d like to eat/taste both.
	Content is sound and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence, but usually of a generalized nature.

	Content is not sound


Grammar and Mechanics are highlighted below.
[Name
Date
Type of Essay]
Ice Cream

 
		A lot of people would think that Milkshakes and Ice Cream[lowercase for common nouns] are the same but they are very different in many ways. [for the introduction, open with a hook to engage the reader, include 1-3 sentences of background details as it relates to the topic, and close with your thesis]
		Milkshakes are usually made as a drink and have a thin consistency so it's easier to drink. Sometimes people eat it with a spoon because it's too thick to go through a straw. For a milkshake to be made you [for formality, use third person. ‘You’ is second person and refers to the reader, the essay is about milkshakes and ice cream, not the reader] have to include ice in the mixture so that it has a bit of consistency and so that when you put it in the fridge it doesn't melt or freeze into a big block.
		Ice Cream is usually served in a bowl or in a waffle cone and has a thicker consistency so it doesn't melt quickly. Sometimes people have to drink it because it melts too fast. For Ice Cream to be made you have to use ice to freeze it so that when you transfer it to the freezer it doesnt[punctuation needed for contractions] turn out to be a huge milk block.
		Both Ice Cream and Milkshakes are not very healthy as they do have a lot of sugar in them, but they both are very good in taste. Ice cream and MIlkshakes are usually eaten in the summer to cool you down on very hot days. When eaten too fast it may give you a brain freeze, or if you have sensitive teeth[,] which is common[,] when you bite it or when it touches your teeth it does not feel so good. Both Milkshakes and Ice Cream come in different flavors like strawberry, chocolate mint chocolate chip, etc. etc..[be specific, the reader should be given the details]
		To sum up, Milkshakes and Ice Cream seem very similar as people think they are the same when it comes to consistency, how it's eaten, how it's made, [and] that's how you get to understand how they are different.





