Persuasive Essay Rubric
	Main idea
	Clearly presents a main idea and supports it throughout the paper.

	There is a main idea supported throughout most of the paper.

	Vague sense of a main idea, weakly supported throughout the paper.
	No main idea

	Thesis Statement
	The purpose of the essay is clear, and the significance of the topic is evident.


	The purpose is clear, but the significance is of the topic is missing.
The reader knows that you are writing about the amount of homework students are given.  Make a concise statement that lets the reader know your position.
Example:  Children should not be given homework.
	The significance is clear, but the purpose is missing.
	No parts of the thesis statement were included.


	Organization: Overall
	Well-planned and well-thought out. Includes title, introduction, statement of main idea, transitions and conclusion.

	Good overall organization, includes the main organizational tools.
	There is a sense of organization, although some of the organizational tools are used weakly or missing
	No sense of organization

	Content
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details.


	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific.
You were able to make your position and points clear about why homework should not be given.
Include a counterargument.  What would someone that disagrees with your position state and how would you rebut their claims.
Your tone was assertive without being aggressive.
Finally, you were able to close with a call to action.


	Content is sound and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence, but usually of a generalized nature.
	Content is not sound

	Persuasive Elements 

	Logos – Appeals to the reader’s logic

	Pathos – Appeals to the reader’s emotions

	Ethos – A credible source is presented to appeal to the reader

	If included, source(s) are cited.

	Style: Sentence structure
	Sentences are clear and varied in pattern, from simple to complex, with great use of punctuation.

	Sentences are clear but may lack variation; a few may be awkward and there may be a few punctuation errors.

	Sentences are generally clear but may have awkward structure or unclear content; there may be patterns of punctuation errors.
	Sentences aren’t clear


Grammar and Mechanics are highlighted below.
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Pathos
Why students should get less homework 

In school students are given homework of at least 2[use word form for small numbers] subjects that are due the next day or that are due in the time period of a week or so. Almost every student around the world complain[complains] about having to[too] much homework to complete. Having to much homework and the stress of it being turned in on time is not helping our[student’s – use matching perspectives] mental health. Some parents diciplne[review spelling] students because they do not have good grades, which this can lead to lack of sleep, ocd, adhd, depression, and anxiety when over studying.

Giving students less homework lowers the chances of anxiety, ocd, adhd, lack of sleep, and depression. When parents dicipline students for thier bad grades they lose motivation and self esteem. Students[,] when given to much homework, results in lack of sleep when studying late, espically if its[it’s] for an important test. Most students think that homework is uneccasary when they do reviews in class.

 As of right now since most students have online school some teachers are assigning more homework than usual. Some teachers may think it will get done becuase as we[students] are in the comfort of our[their] homes. When students are assigned to much homework[,] they will not have a bond with their family and instead grow away from them. Students should not have to grow away from their family because of homework.

Sometimes teachers complain about grading a lot of homework, and that they cant[punctuation needed] go out with friends or do something with their family because they have to grad homework all the time, when really they are doing that to themselves. When teachers assign homework[,] they forget the fact that they have to grade it until students start turning it in. If they assign less homework[,] they get to have more time to spend having fun.

All of these little scenarios lead one thing to the other. If students get less homework it will a fair share of peace[rephrase for clarity]. Students would have bonds with their families. Parents would have to worry to much about grades. Teachers, you would have more time with your[their] families and a bit more freedom.

