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	Main idea



	Clearly presents a main idea and supports it throughout the paper.
The main idea is clear.  The reader knows what you are defining (Minecraft) and you included the significance (how/why you are defining it in your thesis). 
	There is a main idea supported throughout most of the paper.
	Vague sense of a main idea, weakly supported throughout the paper.
	No main idea

	Thesis Statement
	The purpose of the essay is clear, and the significance of the topic is evident.
" Its[Minecraft] unique sandbox environment allows players to explore, create, and survive in a blocky, procedurally generated world.”
	The purpose is clear, but the significance is of the topic is missing.

	The significance is clear, but the purpose is missing.
	No thesis is present.


	Organization: Overall
	Well-planned and well-thought out. Includes title, introduction, statement of main idea, transitions and conclusion.
	Good overall organization, includes the main organizational tools.
	There is a sense of organization, although some of the organizational tools are used weakly or missing

	No sense of organization

	Content
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details.
	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific.
Body - Each body paragraph presented a main idea that related back to the thesis.  You were able to clearly define how Minecraft can be played as well as its benefits.  Adding a few more explanations and examples about the game would help a reader better understand the game’s purpose and functions if they have never heard of it
Introduction – Opening iwth a fact is a good way to hook a reader. Adding some background information about the main ideas before the thesis will help strengthen the intro. 
Conclusion – You were able to restate the main ideas, and close with a final thought as it related to the topic.
	Content is sound and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence, but usually of a generalized nature.

	Content is not sound

	Style: Sentence structure
	Sentences are clear and varied in pattern, from simple to complex, with excellent use of punctuation.
	Sentences are clear but may lack variation; a few may be awkward and there may be a few punctuation errors.

	Sentences are generally clear but may have awkward structure or unclear content; there may be patterns of punctuation errors.
	Sentences aren’t clear

	Grammar and Mechanics
	0-1 Error

	2-4 Errors
	5-7 Errors
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Minecraft, developed by Mojang Studios and released in 2009, has become one of the most popular and influential video games of all time.[For a stronger introduction, include 1-3 sentences of background information about the main ideas] Its unique sandbox environment allows players to explore, create, and survive in a blocky, procedurally generated world.

Minecraft’s gameplay revolves around its block-based world, where every object is composed of 3D cubes representing different materials like dirt, stone, and wood. Players interact with the world by mining these blocks and using them to build structures, craft tools, and create various items. The game offers two main modes that players can choose from: Survival and Creative.

With Survival mode, players must gather resources and manage their characters' hunger in order to survive and thrive in a world filled with challenges. There are many things that can both help and harm players while they play in this mode, villages can provide safety and resources for future growth while zombies and skeletons can pose a danger to anyone who comes close. With Creative mode, it offers full reign over the entire world, giving players unlimited resources to do as they please. It sparks the players creativity, enabling them to construct intricate structures, landscapes, and even functioning machines using redstone circuits.

Minecraft is not just a game; it’s also a powerful educational tool. It has been used in classrooms worldwide to teach a variety of subjects and skills including STEM learning, Creativity and Problem-Solving[use lowercase as these aren’t proper nouns], and communication. Minecraft has had a significant social impact, creative[creating] a vibrant and active community. The game’s accessibility and broad appeal have lead[led] to a diverse player base, from young children to adults.

Playing Minecraft offers a unique mix of creativity, education, and social interaction. Its versatile gameplay mechanics provide endless possibilities for learning and entertainment. Minecraft enhances STEM skills, fosters creativity and collaboration, and has a significant social impact, creating a vibrant community and influencing popular culture. As both a game and educational tool, Minecraft continues to captivate and inspire players of all ages.


