Basic Essay Rubric
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	Main idea



	Clearly presents a main idea and supports it throughout the paper.

	There is a main idea supported throughout most of the paper.
	Vague sense of a main idea, weakly supported throughout the paper.
	No main idea

	Thesis Statement
	The purpose of the essay is clear, and the significance of the topic is evident.

	The purpose is clear, but the significance is of the topic is missing.

	The significance is clear, but the purpose is missing.
	No thesis is present.


	Organization: Overall
	Well-planned and well-thought out. Includes title, introduction, statement of main idea, transitions and conclusion.
	Good overall organization, includes the main organizational tools.
	There is a sense of organization, although some of the organizational tools are used weakly or missing

	No sense of organization

	Content
	Exceptionally well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, well-developed, supported with specific evidence & facts, as well as examples and specific details.

	Well-presented and argued; ideas are detailed, developed and supported with evidence and details, mostly specific.

	Content is sound and solid; ideas are present but not particularly developed or supported; some evidence, but usually of a generalized nature.

	Content is not sound

	Style: Sentence structure
	Sentences are clear and varied in pattern, from simple to complex, with excellent use of punctuation.

	Sentences are clear but may lack variation; a few may be awkward and there may be a few punctuation errors.

	Sentences are generally clear but may have awkward structure or unclear content; there may be patterns of punctuation errors.
	Sentences aren’t clear

	Grammar and Mechanics
	0-1 Error

	2-4 Errors
	5-7 Errors
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