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Mother to Son, Langston Hughes

Well, son, I’ll tell you: 
Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.
It’s had tacks in it,
And splinters,
And boards torn up,
And places with no carpet on the floor—
Bare;
But all the time
I’se been a’climbin’ on,
And reachin’ landin’s,

.

And turnin’ corners, 
And sometimes goin’ in the dark, 
Where there ain’t been no light.
So boy, don’t you turn back;
Don’t you sit down on the steps, 
’Cause you finds it’s kinder hard;
Don’t you fall now—
For I’se still goin’, honey,
I’se still climbin’,
And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair



The Lesson



Look for Literary Devices 

Ring-a-ring o' roses,

A pocket full of

posies, A-tishoo! A-

tishoo!

We all fall down



Assignment 

Choose a piece of fiction

Analyze the theme or lesson of the 
work

Objective:

Provide proof from the text to support 
your thesis and the analysis.

1.5 pages

12 pt font/double spaced 



FORMATTING

APA - General Layout

Title Page: This page should include the running head, full title, your name, and the name of the

college that you attend. Make sure to center your full title, name, and college.

Page Numbering: Add page numbers to the top, right-hand corner of each page.

Running Head: Add a version of the title to the header of each page. The letters should all be

capitalized, and there should be no more than 50 characters. Include “Running head:” before the

header on the title page (but omit these words on all other pages).

Text Style: Use a readable font such as Times New Roman. Font size must be 12pt.

Spacing: APA style requires all papers to be double-spaced with 1” margins on all sides.

Headings: APA style has five heading levels. Writers can use as many headings as they deem

necessary for their papers, though levels may not be skipped.





