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About the Text

Black Boy begins with Wright's early childhood in Mississippi, where he
faces extreme poverty and instability. His father leaves the family, and
his mother often struggles with iliness, forcing Wright to grow up
quickly and take on adult responsibilities. He moves frequently, living
with relatives and experiencing strict discipline, fear, and hardship.

As Wright gets older, he becomes more aware of racial inequality and
begins questioning the world around him. He develops a love for
reading, even when it is discouraged or punished. Books become his
escape and help him understand ideas beyond his immediate
environment. Eventually, he leaves the South for the North, hoping for
more freedom, but he still encounters racism and disappointment.

Throughout the autobiography, Wright reflects on how his experiences
shaped his identity, his worldview, and his determination to become a
writer.

Key Themes
e Racism and systemic oppression
e Poverty and survival
e Education and literacy as empowerment
e |dentity and self-discovery

Before You Read
1.What challenges might someone face growing up in a place with
strict unfair rules or discrimination?
2.Why do you think reading and writing can be powerful tools for
someone in a difficult situation?
3.Have you ever read a book that helped you understand something
about the world in a new way? What was it?
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1.

What early experiences shape Richard

Wright's understanding of his family life?

How does Wright describe his relationship
with hunger and poverty?

What signs show Wright's early awareness
of the world around him?

How are power and control shown in this
section?

What challenges does Wright face in his
home environment?
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Quick Discussion

How does Wright's childhood environment
begin to shape his identity?
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1.

What is Wright's first direct experience with
racial injustice?

How do white and Black communities differ
INn Wright's early observations?

What emotions does Wright feel when he
recognizes inequality?

How do authority figures respond to racial
differences?

How does Wright begin to question the world
around him?
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Quick Discussion

How does Wright'’s awareness of racism
change his understanding of society?¢
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1.  How does Wright first develop an interest in
reading?

2. What obstacles prevent Wright from
accessing books and education?

3. How do books change Wright's way
of thinking?

4, Why is reading described as powerful in
Wright's life?

5. How does Wright react emotionally
to literature?
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Quick Discussion

Why does literacy become a form of escape
and power for Wright?
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1.

2.

What challenges does Wright face in school?

How do teachers and classmates treat Wright?

What conflicts arise between Wright and
authority figures?

How does Wright respond to pressure to
conform?

What role does fear or silence play in Wright's
school experience?
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Quick Discussion

How does school both limit and shape
Wright’s identity¢
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1.

Why does Wright begin working at a
young age~?

What types of jobs does Wright take on?

How does work affect Wright's view of
adulthood?

What struggles does Wright face while
trying to survive?

How does independence change Wright's
mindset?

I
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Quick Discussion

How does survival influence Wright’s
sense of identity and purpose?
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Extension Activity

Choose one actvity to complete.

Create a character map showing how
gg Wright changes throughout the

memoir

§E Research Jim Crow laws and create a

one-page informational poster

EE Write a diary entry from Wright's
perspective during a key moment in
the text
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Writing Prompt

How does Richard Wright use his experiences in
Black Boy to show that literacy is a form of

power, resistance, and survival?

Be sure to include:
e Aclearclaim
e At |least 2 pieces of textual evidence
e Explanation of how the evidence supports

your idea
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Understanding the

Big Ideas

This story explores:

How do Richard Wright’s experiences in
Black Boy show the impact of
environment and society on a person’s
identity and future?
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Final Project

1. Literary Analysis Essay: Analyze how Richard
Wright develops the theme of literacy as power

throughout Black Boy.

2. Personal Narrative: Write about a time when
knowledge or learning helped you overcome a

challenge or change your thinking.

3. Creative Writing Response: Write a monologue,
diary entry, or poem from Richard Wright's

perspective.

4. Visual Project: Create a poster or digital collage
representing identity, oppression, and literacy in

Black Boy.
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Historical

Connections

Black Boy takes place during the Jim Crow era, a time when racial
segregation was enforced across the United States, especially in the
South. African Americans were denied equal access to schools, jobs,

and public spaces.

Segregated and unequal

schooling systems Widespread racial violence
Limited access to books and and discrimination

education for Black children

The Great Migration of

Economic hardship and lack Black Americans seeking
of opportunity better conditions in the
North

Understanding this context helps explain Wright's struggles and the
significance of literacy in his life.
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